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CHILD ABUSE, MANDATORY REPORTING 

695. Ms S.E. WALKER to the Minister for Community Development: 
I refer the minister to this year’s commonwealth report on government services, which shows that Western 
Australia on a per capita basis comes a distant last in the number of child protection notifications, investigations 
and substantiations compared with every other state.  South Australia by comparison has five times the 
notification rate of Western Australia, which demonstrates that only the worst of the worst cases, which are too 
tragic to be ignored, are being reported and investigated in Western Australia.  When will the minister show 
some leadership and reveal the full extent of child abuse by immediately introducing mandatory reporting of 
child abuse in Western Australia? 

Ms S.M. McHALE replied: 
I thank the member for her question.  I refer the member to the report, which explains the differences in the 
figures between the jurisdictions.  It is important to put on record that different jurisdictions report different 
information.  It is incumbent upon all members to ensure that they have their facts straight. 

Ms S.E. Walker:  Bring mandatory reporting in. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The states report notifications in very different ways.  For example, we do not record a 
whole category to the Productivity Commission in relation to another category of the work of the department.  It 
is important for members to understand the differences in the reporting methods, otherwise we cannot have a 
reasonable debate. 

Ms S.E. Walker:  We understand child abuse. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, member! 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The difference in reporting is a factor of the information that is captured by the 
Productivity Commission. 

Ms S.E. Walker:  Bring in mandatory reporting. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  You are talking a lot of rubbish. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  She is not talking rubbish.  You have to understand the issues. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call to order the members for Nedlands and Cottesloe and the Minister for Planning 
and Infrastructure. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I reiterate that if members read the report of the Productivity Commission, they will find 
an explanation about why those figures differ.  I repeat also that members should look at the more telling tables 
in the report that show the increase in funding that the Gallop government has invested in this area.  That is the 
indicator. 
 


